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ГОЛОДОМОР  -  (GENOCIDE BY FAMINE) - HOLODOMOR 
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On November 26, 1998 the president of Ukraine issued a decree that designated a National 
Day in Memory of the Victims of the Famine of 1932-33, that is to be marked annually on the 

fourth Saturday of November. 
 

On October 31, 2000 this Presidential decree was amended to a National Day of Memory of 
the Victims of the Famine of 1932-33 and Political Repressions, to be marked annually on 

the fourth Saturday of November. 
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1932-33 
  ….. in Ukraine was the year when famine reigned in village after village 
throughout the countryside of the then soviet Ukraine and into the neighbouring regions 
of the Kuban and the Don that were populated mostly by Ukrainians.  The famine was 
imposed upon the population in the eastern, central and southern areas of Ukraine. 
The harvested fields had yielded abundant crops, however, the government in Moscow 
had it confiscated, stored under guard and even exported it internationally while millions 
upon millions of people, women children and men slowly starved to death – this was 
mass murder by famine enforced by Moscow that took the lives, by some estimates, of 
more than 7 million Ukrainians (about 20% of the population).  

 
The manner was brutal as it was effective. The Moscow Communist leadership imposed 

grain delivery targets on Ukrainian rural areas that were impossible to meet, and then 
systematically expropriated every handful of food, grain, the livestock as well as home and 
land.  

By a series of key commands the campaign and process of expropriation was put into 
action: in August of 1932 the death penalty was announced ‘for violating the sanctity of 
socialist property’; more than a 110,000 zealous, politically reliable cadres were sent from 
Russia into the Ukrainian countryside to extract and expropriate, targeted rural areas were 
blockaded to prevent food from neighbouring areas and across borders from reaching the 
population. As the results were still insufficient then beginning in November 1932 these actions 
were intensified. By 24 January 1933 Stalin took direct control of Ukraine by appointing his 
personal commissar Pavel Postyshev to control Ukraine and enforce his dictates. Additionally, 
L. Kaganovich was put in charge of the agricultural sector and worked closely with V. Molotov 
in organising the forced collectivisation of Ukraine. Immediately all measures and actions were 
reinforced and intensified to the extreme - by famine and terror. In the following months before 
the next harvest the Ukrainian countryside was stripped bare, the social structure devastated, 
the population decimated. 1 

 
In the face of stark reality the communist leadership in Moscow resolutely claimed that 

there was no famine. Offers and efforts of aid from neighbouring western Ukraine and some 
European countries were rejected. However, the privileged communist officials and their 
supporters in the towns did not suffer from hunger or famine, for they were served by a special 
distribution system. At the same time the Russian communist government was exporting the 
expropriated grain to the west.  

These actions were reinforced by a wide-ranging purge by execution and exile into 
gulags of the leading Ukrainian intelligentsia, and the destruction of Ukrainian churches and 
their organisational structure.  

This was an unprecedented policy of genocide conceived at the very top, the scale and 
inhumanity of which had not been seen before - and it was mercilessly imposed on the 

																																																								
1 Kubijovic, V.(Ed), Encyclopedia of Ukraine, (University of Toronto Press, 1988) Vol.2, p.400. 
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Ukrainian population – a population of ordinary mostly farming people. They were all subjects 
of the one State - there was no war with other countries, no armed uprising, no natural 
calamity, no drought, no flood, no pestilence – there was only an indescribable imposed evil 
stalking defenceless people – whole families - in their very homes on their native land.  

 
 The communist secret security forces (the political police) continued with their activities 

of persecution and terror, increasing scope and vigour through the 1930’s by arresting, exiling 
to gulags and eliminating anyone they chose to be an ’enemy of the people’. Any survivors 
and eyewitnesses were silenced by terror - torture, exile and death. 

 
The start of WWII by Hitler in partnership with Stalin in Sept 1939 unleashed even more 

carnage and chaos across Europe and the territory of Ukraine in particular. The constantly 
shifting fortunes of war, subjected entire regions to repeatedly changing armed regimes, each 
bringing upon the local population their own measure of arrests, deportations and violence as 
the battle line(s) on the eastern front moved back and forth. It is estimated that by the end of 
the war in 1945 Ukraine lost approx. 33% of its population (14% all military losses; 19% civilian 
losses).2 

*    * * 
 
The genocidal Famine in Ukraine (1932-

33) became the hidden abomination of the XXth 
century. Stalin’s communist totalitarian regime, 
centered in Moscow, believed that it would be 
able to deny and conceal its crimes against 
humanity from the world by silencing people 
within the USSR. from the judgment of history. 

 
However, some courageous western 

journalists like Malcolm Muggeridge3, Gareth 
Jones in Britain, and William H. Chamberlin4 
and Eugene Lyons in the USA reported the 
magnitude and horror of the devastation. 
Ukrainians in western countries on learning of 
the atrocities from eye-witness sources 
immediately spoke out and appealed for aid – to 
be told that there was no famine.  

 
Influential others like Walter Duranty5, knowing the truth, sided with Moscow’s cover-up 

with fake news generated and promoted by the communist leadership. Moscow’s orders of 
silence applied to all, even to the party – the Holodomor was officially denied, not discussed 
nor mentioned publicly. 

 
SPREADING AWARENESS 
In the aftermath of the carnage and chaos of war some Ukrainians found themselves in 
refugee camps of western Europe unable and unwilling to return to their homeland which was 

																																																								
2 Petro Protsyk ‘Ukraine. WWII. In Numbers Only’  Ukrayinska Pravda (online) 7 May 2010 (in Ukrainian). Stalin 
continued the war against nationalist-minded Ukrainians until 1953 killing or exiling in gulags a further 353,000 and 
imprisoning 134,000. 
3 “The Soviet and the Peasantry”, The Manchester Guardian (Britain), March 27, 1933. 
4 Chamberlin, W. H., Russia’s Iron Age (Boston, 1934). 
5 Carrynnyk, M., “Making the News fit to Print: Walter Duranty, The New York Times and the Ukrainian Famine of 1933” 
(USA, 1983) 
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under Stalin’s tyrannical rule. Through the organisational structures of the United Nations they 
were able to migrate to various western countries, including Australia. As the Ukrainian 
diaspora that was completely cut-off from their families and people, they were committed to 
revealing their experiences and the plight of their countrymen under communist rule. Knowing 
that their families and fellow countrymen were terrorised into silence every opportunity was 
taken to speak out about the Holodomor (genocidal famine) and the past and ongoing 
persecutions. 
 
Those that came to Australia were relatively young, being mostly below 35 in age. They were 
brought as displaced persons (Stateless) from the refugee camps of post-war Europe from 
approx. 1948 to 1954. They were the first Ukrainian diaspora. Even though they faced the 
challenges of working and trying to settle in a strange land, with a very different language and 
way of life they did not forget [did not forget] … their identity, nor the plight of their families.  
 
In 1953, only some 20 years since the genocidal famine of 1932-33, Ukrainians in the main 
cities of Australia (Adelaide, Brisbane, Canberra, Melbourne, Perth and Sydney) organised 
activities to commemorate and bring attention of the wider public to the Holodomor. In Australia 
and elsewhere, Ukrainian refugees wrote and published articles in English in the Ukrainian 
press, printed and widely distributed information leaflets, and organised public demonstrations 
and commemorative religious Services.  
 
In Sydney they gathered in the centre and attended a Memorial Service at the St Andrews 
Cathedral (Anglican) to pray for the souls of the more than 6 million victims of the 
HOLODOMOR. After the Service, the more than 3,500 attendees proceeded as a large 
demonstration marching through the streets of city streets from the Cathedral to the Domain 
holding placards that drew attention to the genocidal famine and Moscow’s responsibility for 
it. 
 
Sydney, Chapter House, St. Andrews Cathedral (Anglican) 28 June 1953. Memorial Service conducted by (l-r) 
Rev father Ananiy Teodorowych, Bishop Ivan (Danyluk) and Archbishop Silvester. After Service Ukrainians 
marched from the church to the Domain in a demonstration against Communist oppression of their homeland. 
Source:		https://commons.wikimedia	…	
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28 June 1953, Sydney, Australia:   More than 3,500 Ukrainians demonstrating against Russian Communism in Macquarie Street, Sydney. These people had just 
come from a Ukrainian Orthodox Church service held at St. Andrew's Cathedral, Sydney, in memory of the many millions of Ukrainias killed by the Russians in 
the 1932-33 by enforcing famine on the population. They were heading towards the Domain.[1]   	https://commons.wikimedia		source	of	photo 

Source:   https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ukrainians_in_Sydney_demonstrating_against_Russian_Communism_-_1953.png 
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The	following	is	an	translated	account	of	the	commemoration	of	the	Holodomor	in	Sydney	in	1953	by	one	of	the	participants,		Omelian	Buchatsky,	
that	was	published	not	long	after	in	the	Ukrainian	periodical	SLOVO	(THE	WORD),		Issue	#1,	Sept.	1953,	pp.17-19	
	

“In Memory of those 7,000,000 … 
Sunday 28th June 1953. 
The hall of the Anglican St. Andrew’s Cathedral, alongside the Sydney Town Hall, was filled to overflowing by the Ukrainian and Australian 
public. On the dias sat the representatives of our Churches: Archbishop Ivan, Bishop Sylvester, Fr. Dr. Diachyshyn, of the guests the Anglican 
Archbishop’s assistant Pilger, the Byelorusian Archbishop Serhiy, representative of the Liberal party, Mr Wentworth, member of the Labour Party 
and Member of Parliament, Mr Sinclair, the head of the Polish Committee, Count Poninski, and the representative of the Northern Caucasians, Mr 
Nano Liakoba. There were many placards in the hall, which overwhelmingly pointed to Moscow’s crime over the Ukrainian people in the years 
1932-1933. 
 
The above named Australian guests gave welcoming speeches in which they highlighted the significance of these commemorations for the 
Ukrainian and Australian peoples. 
 
Archbishop Pilger spoke of the persecution of Churches in the USSR. He expressed his deepest sympathy to the Ukrainian Church and concluded 
with the words: “I believe, that thanks to Christian faith Russia (!) will defeat communism and will be reborn”. 
 
The Key speaker was prof. Dragan who presented a detailed and tragic account of the famine in the years 1932-1923, and proved, with the support 
of statistical information, and a scholarly approach, that this famine, the biggest crime in the history of humanity, was artificially created by 
Moscow to destroy the Ukrainian nation. 
 
The member of parliament, Mr Wentworth, confirmed the purposeful action of Moscow. He stated: ‘The tragedy of Ukraine has shown that Russia 
will never change and will always endeavour to rule the world. Russia’s plan is to rely on the impression of being prepared to peacefully co-exist 
with others, in order to wait for the opportune time to attack. Many people are under the impression that the passage of time works to our advantage. 
Experience has shown that this conviction is not correct. It is high time now that the world compels Moscow to do that which the world requires. 
It is high time to go on the offensive before it is too late.” 
 
Mr Sinclair in his speech came to the conclusion that the history of the First and Second World Wars and the inter-war period was a period of 
unprecedented brutality. From amongst the crimes committed the famine of 1932-33 occupies an especially unique place, without doubt the largest 
crime in human history. But history shows that all imposed dictatorial regimes disappear in time. And Russian communism will also disappear. 
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The head of the Polish Committee, Count Poninski, an eyewitness to the famine as a consul of the Republic of Poland, in Kharkiv in 1932, witnessed 
that Ukraine was undergoing a whole range of social and national processes, which in the future would undoubtedly lead to the separation of 
Ukraine from the USSR. Under the guise of industrialisation and collectivisation Moscow created an artificial famine, regarding this as the best 
and most efficient means to kill-off the greatest number of Ukrainians. Millions of freedom-loving Ukrainians died resisting the colonising brutal 
human-devouring pagan god [Molokh], Russia. The famine of 1933 is not only an unprecedented crime, but also proof of Moscow’s insatiable 
Moscow imperialism and tyranny. The speaker concluded his speech with the call to unite and with combined efforts fight against Red Moscow. 
 
A second eyewitness of the famine, the representative of the Norther Caucasians, Mr Liakoba, gave, in addition to the known facts, also figures 
based on soviet data of national annihilation - 31 bishops, 1,600 priests, 39,000 people of the intelligentsia, 6,000 students, 79,000 military 
personnel, 100,000 workers, 86,000 peasant-farmers were all victims of the famine and terror. In conclusion he voiced a call in honour of an 
independent Ukraine. 
 
After a Moment of Silence for the victims there followed a short (and reduced) cultural programme: Beethoven’s Funeral March was performed 
by pianist Klara Skrypchenko, the male choir under the direction of V. Matiash sang Stetsenko’s composition Prometheus, Kotka’s Hrib, soloist 
Rudiuk sang Stepovy’s composition The Steppes and his own composition Ukraine Awaken. 
 
A well organised demonstration –march carrying placards and wreaths moved off at 2pm proceeding along the streets city streets to the Domain 
park. The youth group comprised 100 children dressed in national costumes. The total number of participants in the demonstration – 3,500.  
 
In the Domain park ant-communist speeches were given by Mr Bieliayiv, and the representative of the People’s Union. 
 
The impressions of the demonstration were positive. The organising Committee and the community deserve an appreciative thanks for the 
organisational work and for the massive participation.” 
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In the decades that followed only silence and official denial came from Moscow. In 

contrast, gradually more and more information was gathered and circulated mainly within the 
Ukrainian diaspora with more being made available in English. 

 
It was only in the withering phase of the soviet regime, in 1987, that the then First 

Secretary of the CP of Ukraine, V. Scherbitsky, in his official speech, for the first time publicly 
acknowledged, even though in only seven lines, the infamous famine of 1932-33. Fifty five 
years had passed before the grip of Stalin’s taboo on officially admitting the famine of 1932-
33 was broken by a member of the ruling Communist body in Moscow. Doubtless this turn of 
events was stimulated by the work of James Mace and the publication in English (1986) of the 
reputable study by the British historian prof. Robert Conquest’s, Harvest of Sorrow, which 
brought the famine into the focus of western studies and could not be dismissed nor ignored. 

 
Since Ukraine’s attainment of independence in 1991 much more material about the 

national tragedy has been revealed by Ukrainian researchers and scholars and increasingly 
written about by reputable western scholars.  

An example is the important collaborative research of Ukrainian and Polish scholars: 
the seventh volume of unknown and unpublished documents from the archival materials of the 
Polish and Ukrainian secret services is a collection of documents that relate to the Holodomor. 
These have been translated into English and published as: 

 
Holodomor: The Great Famine in Ukraine, 1932-1933 
(Warsaw-Kiev, 2009) 648pp. 

Published by:  
Institute of National Remembrance – Commission of the Prosecution of Crimes against  
the Polish Nation 
Ministry of Interior and Administration, Republic of Poland 
The Security Service of Ukraine Branch State Archives 
Institute of Political and Ethno-National Studies, Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. 

 
 
The latest contribution in English is the authoritative study by the respected western academic, 
and Pullitzer prize winning author, Prof Anne Applebaum: 

 
Red Famine: Stalin’s War on Ukraine  
(Allen Lane, 2017) 482pp 
 
This study not only examines the detail of the Holodomor years of 1932-1933, but just 

as importantly sets out the context leading up to those years starting from the Ukrainian 
revolution of 1917. The last three chapters consider the aftermath, the cover-up and finally the 
Holodomor in history and memory. 

 
The author has had the benefit of being able to use the greater amount of material since 

1991 that has been made available:  published documents, more government archives being 
made accessible, memoirs and scholarly studies. The study is considered by some now to be 
the most current benchmark for studies on this subject. 
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The following is a review of Anna Applebaum’s book that is worth reading: 
https://www.ft.com/content/ffa161ae-97af-11e7-8c5c-c8d8fa6961bb  

 
 
Another English language publication that sets out a reliable explanation of the events of the 
Holodomor of 1932-1933 is the book: 
 
     The Holodomor Reader: A Source book on the Famine of 1932-1933 in Ukraine. 
Compiled and edited by: Bohdan KLID, and Alexander J. MOTYL 
(Edmonton-Toronto, Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 2012) 
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Additionally, material about the Holodomor is being made available through other forms of 
media: films, Youtube. The most recently released film Bitter Harvest (Feb. 2017) is directed 
to the English-speaking audience. 

 
A listing of documentary and feature films on the theme of Holodomor is given on following 

website: 
http://www.imdb.com/list/ls025233669/  
 

Also: the documentary – Holodomor: Ukraine’s Genocide of 1932-1933 (released 2008) 
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1275655/ 	  
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SPREADING THE TRUTH 
A feature film project is currently in production about the British journalist, Gareth Jones, who 
was one of the first to report in the West the truth of the Holodomor as it was occurring.  

“For a month in 1933, he travelled to the Soviet Union and eluded authorities to slip 
into Ukraine, where he kept diaries of the man-made starvation he witnessed. On his 
return to Berlin on 29 March 1933, he issued his famous press release, which was 
published by many newspapers, including the Manchester Guardian and the New York 
Evening Post” 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In July 2017 the project was one of several selected for funding by the expert Committee on 
the Film (Cinematography) Industry of Ukraine as part of its Programme for the Production 
and Distribution of National Films. The producer is Agnieszka Holland, one of Poland’s 
eminent film and television producers and well-known maker of international films, [see her 
production work in the Netflix series House of Cards].  
 

																																																								
6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gareth_Jones_(journalist)   
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It is necessary to restore the historical truth and memory to the nation upon whom the famine 
was imposed and for all to seek to understand the causes and their consequences. 
 

Prof. James Mace, as the eminent expert from the USA on the Famine of 1932-33, 
stated: If we are to understand the famine of 1932-33 then it must be in the context of Stalin’s 
policy toward Ukrainians: 

• The destruction of the Ukrainian leadership, designed to neutralise Ukraine as 
a political factor in Soviet life; 

• The destruction of Ukrainian spiritual, intellectual and cultural elites and 
institutions, designed to ‘decapitate’ the Ukrainian nation; 

• The replacement of the Ukrainianisation policy with a policy of Russification, 
designed to push Ukrainian culture out of the cities back to the countryside 
from whence it had come; 

• The famine, designed to crush the basis of Ukrainian nationhood.7 
	
Today	16	countries,	including	Australia	(2008),	formally	recognise	the	Holodomor	as	an	act	of	
genocide	of	the	Ukrainian	people.	In	2008	the	European	Parliament	formally	recognised	the	
Holodomor	as	a	crime	against	humanity.	
	

 
Ordinary people, wherever they be, need to understand this terrible period of history 

and how it affected millions of real everyday people. They are not just statistics shrouded in 
anonymity. Neither is the fate of each a fable or fiction. Although people may think that the 
lives of ordinary people are not deserving even of a note in history, however, ultimately, it is 
the lives of ordinary people that is the bedrock of the history of societies and nations. 
	

Civilized societies pay respect to those millions of innocent victims by keeping the 
memory of that national tragedy alive – it is never to be forgotten nor ever to be repeated. 

 
As Peter Dickinson accurately points out:8 

“Here we see the very real costs of ignoring the Kremlin’s historic crimes in Ukraine. If 
global audiences had known more about the 1930s famine, they would not have been 
so unprepared for the fake news epidemic unleashed by Russia since 2014. They 
would [have] recognized the obvious parallels between the current generation of 
Kremlin fakes and the way the Soviets covered up the famine, which remains the most 
elaborate and successful fake news operation in world history. Instead, this well-worn 
Kremlin strategy has been hailed as an entirely new form of warfare altogether by 
observers who are simply unaware of Moscow’s longstanding taste for hybrid warfare.” 

 
http://bunews.com.ua/opinion/item/unknown-epic-as-ukraine-prepares-to-mark-centenary-of-
independence-struggle-ukrainian-history-remains-a-mystery-to-the-outside-world	
 
 
 
	 	
																																																								
7 Mace, J. E., ‘A Case of Genocide’, Quadrant, (Sydney), April 1984, pp.57. 
8	Peter Dickinson ‘Europe’s Unknown Epic: 1917-2017 – As Ukraine Marks centenary of 
Independence Struggle …’ is a nonresident fellow at the Atlantic Council and publisher of Business 
Ukraine and Lviv Today magazines. He tweets @Biz_Ukraine_Mag 
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NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


